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Guidance on Withdrawal from RE and/or Collective Worship 

In England and Wales Parents have the statutory right under Section 71 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 to withdraw their children from RE lessons and acts of Collective Worship at all maintained schools, including faith schools. Parents are not obliged to give a reason for requesting withdrawal.
However, whilst Collective Worship is not statutory in schools, Religious Education is. This means all pupils in England and Wales must undertake the study of Religious Education. If parents want to withdraw pupils form all or part of Religious Education lessons, they need to provide additional R.E. work which is in accordance with their own convictions. This work must be sufficient to cover the R.E. timetable the child follows. The child is not allowed to do any other work at this point which is not R.E. Also, the school does not have to incur any costs, so does not have to provide a separate room or separate supervision. Therefore, the parent(s) of the child will be expected to set work and provide supervision for the child at all points at which they would normally have R.E. It is accepted for the school to see the set and completed work as they have a responsibility to ensure all their pupils’ statutory requirements are met. 
Collective Worship is not statutory so other work and activities can be undertaken in this time but again the school does not have to incur any costs to accommodate this withdrawal. 
When the request is made to withdraw pupils from R.E. the following conditions should be satisfied by the local education authority:
· that the parent of the pupil desires him/her to receive religious education of a kind which is not provided in the school during the periods of time during which he/she is so excused,
· that the pupil cannot with reasonable convenience be sent to another community, foundation or voluntary school where religious education of the kind desired by the parent is provided, and
· that arrangements have been made for him to receive religious education of that kind during school hours elsewhere,
A pupil may not be withdrawn from school unless the local education authority are satisfied that the arrangements are such as will not interfere with the attendance of the pupil at school on any day except at the beginning or end of a school session (or, if there is only one, the school session) on that day.
There is no legal requirement on how parents should inform the school of their intention to withdraw their child from R.E. or Collective Worship. It is likely that a parent will contact the school and it is best practice at first to invite this parent in to discuss their concerns. If following this the parents still wishes to withdraw their child from R.E. and/or Collective Worship is best practice to ask the parents to formally write to the Head teacher requesting the withdrawal. Until the parents withdraw this request they do not need to inform the school and ongoing withdrawal from R.E. and/or Collective worship remains. The Headteacher should respond to the parents making them aware of their requirements regarding setting work and providing supervision. If they do not agree to this then they will have to understand their intention to withdraw their child is not possible. 
The best way forward in most cases is to try and discover the nature of the parents’ concerns and reassure them that what the school is teaching is not inimical to their own view of the world.
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