Key Concepts Covenant with Abraham

Shekinah The dwelling or divine Messiah The promised deliverer of the
presence of God often Jewish nation. The word A covenant is a promise or an agreement between two people or groups of people. It benefits
shown as a cloud. means ‘anointed one’ both and there are conditions and obligations. It is like a contract you may sign when you are
employed. The contract outlines your responsibilities as the employee and the responsibilities
Synagogue A building or place of Covenant A promise or an agreement.

meeting for worship in
the Jewish faith

of your employer. In Judaism, the covenant agreement is between God and the Jewish people.
Covenants were made

between God, Abraham and

Moses.
Sources of Authority
Shabbat The Jewish day of rest Mitzvot Actions that Jews must
(Sabbath) and seventh day of the perform or avoid. There are The LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring [or seed] | will give this land." Genesis
week 613 including the Ten
Commandments | will make my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.” Genesis
Every male among you shall be circumcised. Genesis
Kosher Means ‘clean’ or “fit’. It Torah The Jewish written law and y &y
describes food that is the first 5 books of the "Any uncircumcised male...shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant." Genesis
okay to eat for Jewish Hebrew Bible
people.

Covenant with Abraham

Abraham founded Judaism and is often called ‘father’ Abraham, his son Isaac and his grandson Jacob are called the Patriarchs. They are the
physical and spiritual ancestors of the Jewish people. The Torah says that God commanded Abraham to leave his homeland behind for a
new life. Abraham took his wife Sarah with him. His original name was Abram but God called him Abraham as it means ‘father of many
nations’. There are three main parts of the Abrahamic Covenant:

Covenant with Abraham — The
Promised Land

God called Abraham from Ur to a land that he would give him. Abraham and his descendants made their new home in the land of Canaan.
This land is now known as Israel. It is named after Abraham’s grandson. The land is often referred to as the ‘Promised Land’ because of
God'’s repeated promise to give the land to the descendants of Abraham. Jews have lived in this land continuously for more than 3,200
years ago until the present day.

Covenant with Abraham -
Descendants

God promised Abraham that he would make a great nation out of him. God changed his name from Abram to Abraham, meaning ‘father of
many nations’. This promise is shown in Genesis where God promises that nations and kings will descend from Abraham. Even though
Abraham and Sarah were very old they had a son called Isaac. Isaac’s son Jacob would go on to found the twelve tribes of Israel.

Covenant with Abraham —
Circumcision (sign of the covenant)

God promised to bless Abraham and the families of the earth through him. Abraham sealed the covenant by circumcising himself and the
males in his family. Circumcision involves the removal of a boy’s foreskin on the eighth day after birth. All males were to be circumcised
and so carry a mark in their flesh of their relationship with God.

Exam Practice

b) Describe the Abrahamic Covenant (5)




