Key Concepts

The Jewish Law (Ten Commandments and Mitzvot)
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The Torah The Torah is the Jewish written law. It consists of the first five books of the Hebrew bible. Jews believe that God is a lawgiver and the Torah

guides Jews to live a good life and have a positive relationship with God. The Torah was given directly to Moses on Mount Sinai and the Torah
scrolls are regarded as the most scared part of the synagogue. It is a great privilege to carry the Torah and read from the scrolls. By following the
Torah, Jews are fulfilling the covenant between them and God.

The Importance of the Ten

God gave Moses the commandments at Mount Sinai. Moses went up the mountain and disappeared into a thick cloud where he met with God.

Commandments Here Moses learned the commandments that God wanted him to teach the Israelites that make up the Torah. In the Torah there are 613 mitzvot,
which explain how Jews should live their lives. The first ten of the mitzvot are the Ten Commandments. The Ten Commandments were written on
two stone tablets. The first four commandments are duties concerning humans and God, their creator. The second six all deal with relationships
between people.

The Mitzvot The mitzvot are the 613 actions that Jews should perform or avoid. The mitzvot are found in the Torah and there is guidance in the Talmud on

how Jews should follow them. Today it is impossible to keep all 613 mitzvot as many related to religious practices in the Temple, which has been
destroyed. For Orthodox Jews, keeping the mitzvot is an important principle of Judaism. Although many Reform Jews also try to keep the mitzvot
many consider that some are no longer relevant for modern life. The mitzvot either show how people should relate to God or how they should
relate to other people. By following they build a relationship with God. Observing the mitzvot brings people close to God.

What is the relationship between free
will and the 613 mitzvot (duties)?

God created all humans with free will which means they can choose to follow the laws or not. It is believed that Jews are born with the inclination
to do good or bad. Studying the Torah helps humans choose to do good.

Exam Practice

d) ‘All Jews should keep the 613 mitzvot’ (15)




