Key Concepts Jewish beliefs about the Shekinah and Messiah

Shekinah The dwelling or divine Messiah The promised deliverer of the
presence of God often Jewish nation. The word Jews believe that the non-physical nature of God makes it difficult to describe him. The
shown as a cloud. means ‘anointed one’ Shekinah is a term used to describe God’s dwelling on earth. In simpler terms, this means
God'’s presence on earth. Belief in God’s Messiah is also a central belief. Orthodox and Reform
Synagogue A building or place of Covenant A promise or an agreement.

meeting for worship in
the Jewish faith

Jews have different views about the Messiah.
Covenants were made

between God, Abraham and

Moses.
Sources of Authority
Shabbat The Jewish day of rest Mitzvot Actions that Jews must
(Sabbath) and seventh day of the perform or avoid. There are “Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD”
week 613 including the Ten Exodus 34
Commandments
“He will rule David’s kingdom and make it grow strong. He will always rule with honesty and justice.”
Kosher Means ‘clean’ or fit’. It | Torah The Jewish written law and Prophet Isaiah
describes food that is the first 5 books of the “The d ¢ the Messiah wil he Messianic Aze’ M Mai ides 12 principl
okay to eat for Jewish Hebrew Bible e days of the Messiah will come — the Messianic Age’ Moses Maimonides principle
people.

The Shekinah Shekinah refers to God’s presence in the world. Shekinah means “the dwelling” and refers to the divine presence of God. Jews believe God created the
world and they believe God continues to work and be present in the world. The actual word Shekinah does not appear in the Torah, but there are many
examples of people being in God’s presence such as God appearing to Moses in the burning bush and in a cloud when he gives Moses the
commandments. It helps Jews to understand the greatness of God.

The Messiah The term ‘Messiah’ means ‘anointed one’ or ‘chosen one’ This refers to the way oil was put on the head of a king or queen at their coronation. It showed

they were chosen by God for a special role. There is no reference in the Torah to a messiah, however, the first clues appear in the writings of some of the
prophets. The Prophet Isaiah gives a clear overview of Jewish beliefs about the Messiah. He will be a great political leader descended from King David.
The Messiah is often referred to as "messiah ben David" (messiah, son of David). He will have a superb understanding of Jewish law, and follow all 613
mitzvot.

Orthodox beliefs about the Messiah

Orthodox Jews believe that in every generation there is a descendent of King David who has the potential to be the Messiah. This person will be directed
by God to rule over all humanity with kindness and justice. He will also follow and uphold the Jewish written law (The Torah) and will be the ultimate
teacher of it. He will rebuild the Temple that was destroyed in 70AD and bring Jews back to the land of Israel.

Reform beliefs about the Messiah

Reform Judaism does not believe in a single, male descendant of King David who will be the Messiah. Instead of a particular person, they believe Jewish
people have the power to bring peace on earth through their actions and how they react to other people. Reform Jews have the view that we should act
the way we hope a messiah would act. They focus more on the goal of the Messianic Age. They will bring about this time by keeping the commandments
and doing what God wants.

Exam Practice

c) Explain different Jewish beliefs about the Messiah (5 marks)




