Key Concepts Jewish beliefs about the Nature of God

Shekinah The dwelling or divine Messiah The promised deliverer of the
presence of God often Jewish nation. The word The basic Jewish beliefs about God come from the Torah, which is the Jewish written law. The most
shown as a cloud. means ‘anointed one’ important belief is that there is one God. This is called monotheism and the importance is highlighted in
the first commandment which states: “Do not have any other gods before me”. Although God is one,
Synagogue A building or place of Covenant A promise or an agreement. Jews believe God has certain attributes (qualities) such as being all knowing (omniscient), all powerful

meeting for worship in
the Jewish faith

Covenants were made

(omnipotent) and existing always and everywhere (omnipresent).
between God, Abraham and

Moses.
Sources of Authority
Shabbat The Jewish day of rest Mitzvot Actions that Jews must
(Sabbath) and seventh day of the perform or avoid. There are “’Hear, O Israel: the LORD our God, the LORD is one.” Deuteronomy 6:4
week 613 including the Ten
Commandments “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” Genesis 1:1
- — - - “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” Genesis 1:31
Kosher Means ‘clean’ or “fit’. It Torah The Jewish written law and
describes food that is the first 5 books of the God created man...In the image of God, He created him, male and female” Genesis 1:27
okay to eat for Jewish Hebrew Bible
people.

God as One

The belief that there is only One God is at the core of Judaism. Jews are monotheist, which means belief in one God. The Shema is the
most important prayer for Jews and it affirms the belief that there is only one God. The first and Second Commandments outline that there
is one God and that Jews should not worship any false gods or idols. Synagogue have no statues or images of God.

God as Creator

Orthodox Jews believe that the world is too intricate and complex to have happened by chance. Everything in the universe was created by
God. This belief is found in the first book of the Genesis, which is the first of the five books of the Torah. Celebrating God as the creator is
an important part of Judaism and Jews remember God as creator weekly when they celebrate Shabbat (Sabbath). Jews also celebrate a
yearly festival called Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year) where they focus on the important belief that God created the world

God as Lawgiver

Jews believe that God gave his Law to Moses on Mount Sinai as part of the covenant. A covenant is a promise or agreement that God made
with the Jewish people. Jews are expected to follow God’s laws to keep their side of the covenant. The Torah records 613 laws, which are
called ‘mitzvot’. The mitzvot are actions that Jews must perform or avoid. The most important of the mitzvot are the Ten Commandments
and all Jews are expected to follow these laws.

God as Judge

Judaism teaches that God will judge each person’s actions. God is a just or fair judge. He will always be merciful. God’s judgement is seen in
the book of Genesis in the story of Adam and Eve and Noah. Each year Jewish people focus on God’s judgement and in the festival of Rosh
Hashanabh it is believed God will judge every person. The Talmud describes how God brings out scales to weigh the deeds (mitzvot) of each
person. Jews have a day called Yom Kippur or the Day of Atonement. On this day Jews confess their sins to God.

Exam Practice

b) Describe Jewish beliefs about God as creator (5)




