Key Concepts

Different Jewish beliefs about life after death

Jewish beliefs about life after death are ambiguous. This means beliefs are unclear and there
are differences amongst Orthodox and Reform Jews. Judaism places a great emphasis on how
this life should be lived. It teaches that what happens in the next life is in the hands of God.
There is a general agreement that death is not the end.

Shekinah The dwelling or divine Messiah The promised deliverer of the
presence of God often Jewish nation. The word
shown as a cloud. means ‘anointed one’

Synagogue A building or place of Covenant A promise or an agreement.
meeting for worship in Covenants were made
the Jewish faith between God, Abraham and

Moses.

Shabbat The Jewish day of rest Mitzvot Actions that Jews must

(Sabbath) and seventh day of the perform or avoid. There are
week 613 including the Ten

Commandments
Kosher Means ‘clean’ or “fit’. It Torah The Jewish written law and

describes food that is
okay to eat for Jewish
people.

the first 5 books of the
Hebrew Bible

Sources of Authority

“The world is a lobby before the Olam Ha-Ba” Talmud

“This world is like the eve of the Sabbath, and the Olam Ha-Ba is like Shabbat. Those who
prepare for Sabbath will have good food to eat” Talmud

“The dead will be resurrected” Rabbi Moses Maimonides 13 Principle

Olam Ha-Ba and Sheol

The afterlife in Judaism is called ‘Olam Ha-Ba’ which means the ‘world to come’. There are many different beliefs about what the world to come
will be like. There are no specific teachings in the Torah but the Talmud contains clear reference to the Olam Ha-Ba. A place called ‘Sheol’ or the
underworld is mentioned in the Torah. It is a physical and dark place where the dead go. Some Jews have suggested that ‘Sheol’ is a place of

waiting or purification.

Orthodox Beliefs

(hell).

Many Orthodox Jews believe in some form of resurrection. Resurrection is the belief that the dead will come back to life with a physical body.
This belief is stated in daily prayers and at funerals. This affects Jewish attitudes to cremation, organ transplants and autopsies as they believe
they must be buried complete so they can be resurrected whole. Some rabbis, such as Moses Maimonides, argue that the resurrection of the
dead will occur during the Messianic Age. Many Orthodox Jews also believe in some form of Judgement. God has provided Jewish people with his
laws (mitzvot). This is shown in the festival of Rosh Hashanah. Their actions and how well they have followed the laws will be taken into account
and this can lead to either reward or punishment. The reward is an eternity in ‘Gan Eden’ (heaven) and the punishment is an eternity in ‘Gahenna’

Reform Beliefs

Reform Judaism rejects a belief in resurrection and references have been taken out of prayer books and worship. They allow cremation to take
place as emphasis is placed on the immortality of the soul. Reform Jews believe the soul lives on after death. The body remains on earth; only the
soul goes to heaven. Some Reform Jews believe that the memories of people live on through their actions and good deeds. Although it is not a
central belief in Judaism, some Reform Jews believe in reincarnation. By this they mean that in some form the soul of the person will take on a
different body to live again on earth.

Exam Practice

b) Describe different Jewish beliefs about life after death (5)

d) ‘Belief in the afterlife is not important in Judaism’ (15)

c) Explain different Jewish beliefs about life after death (8)




