
 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

Key Concepts 
Shekinah  The dwelling or divine 

presence of God often 
shown as a cloud. 

Messiah  The promised deliverer of the 
Jewish nation. The word 
means ‘anointed one’ 
 

Synagogue  A building or place of 
meeting for worship in 
the Jewish faith 

Covenant  A promise or an agreement. 
Covenants were made 
between God, Abraham and 
Moses. 
 

Shabbat 
(Sabbath)   

The Jewish day of rest 
and seventh day of the 
week 
 

Mitzvot  Actions that Jews must 
perform or avoid. There are 
613 including the Ten 
Commandments  
 

Kosher  Means ‘clean’ or ‘fit’. It 
describes food that is 
okay to eat for Jewish 
people. 

 Torah  The Jewish written law and 
the first 5 books of the 
Hebrew Bible  

Covenant with Moses  God made covenants with the three patriarchs (fathers) of Judaism: Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. As time passed their descendants became 
slaves in Egypt. They led hard lives and suffered at the hands of the pharaoh. Moses was chosen by God to lead the Jewish people out of 
Egypt and God made a covenant with Moses on Sinai to bring them back to the Promised Land.  
 

The History of Moses  Moses was born an Israelite but was raised as part of the Egyptian royal family. God appeared to Moses in the form of a burning bush and 
told him to return to Egypt to lead the Jewish people to freedom. With the help of Aaron his brother Moses asked Pharaoh to let the Jewish 
people go. God parted the Red Sea for the Jews to cross but brought it back down on the Egyptian army. The festival of Passover recalls 
this event every year. Moses led the people in the desert for forty years before arriving at the Promised Land. While in the desert, Moses 
took the people to Mount Sinai and here God made a covenant with the Jewish people. He received the Ten Commandments and the 
Torah. 
 

The Importance of the Covenant with 
Moses  

Moses is thought by Jews as the greatest of all the prophets and as the first rabbi. He had a special relationship with God and is believed to 
be the only person who has seen God face to face (the shekinah). Whilst at Sinai Moses received all of the commandments that make up 
the Torah (613 mitzvot) This covenant identified the Jewish people as the chosen people of God.  The Torah is the most important part of 
the Jewish scriptures. Jews believe they are bound to follow its teachings because of the covenant with Moses. 
 
 

Covenant with Moses  

A covenant is a promise or an agreement between two people or groups of people. It benefits 

both and there are conditions and obligations. It is like a contract you may sign when you are 

employed. The contract outlines your responsibilities as the employee and the responsibilities 

of your employer. In Judaism, the covenant agreement is between God and the Jewish people. 

Exam Practice 

Sources of Authority  

“We will do everything the Lord has said” Exodus 

“The glory of the LORD rested on Mount Sinai…Moses entered the cloud as he went up to the 

mountain” Exodus 

“The angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush.” Exodus  


