God creates out of nothing: Creatio ex nihilo

The Greeks held that the cosmos had always existed, that there has always been matter out of which the world has come into its present form. Aristotle (384-322 BC), the foremost natural philosopher of his day, had developed a philosophical argument for the eternity of the world (Physics, I, 9; On the Heavens, I, 3). Other Philosophers also agreed that the world or its underlying reality (literally the stuff out of which it was formed) is eternal. All these thinkers were led to this conclusion because they observed that "nothing can come out of nothing," and so there always has to be a "something" that other things can come from.  
The early church fathers, starting with Augustine, asserted the biblical doctrine of creation, and in doing so they emphasized not only the transcendent otherness of God but also the astonishing immensity of God's power.  This went directly against the idea of an eternal cosmos that had, in some form, always existed.  In addition, Augustine wrote that if the universe had been created out of something, the only thing that existed at that time was God and so the universe would have to be created out of him, in some way.  But if that had happened, the universe would be like God, in other words made of perfect stuff, which Augustine thought it quite obviously was not.  So it had to be made out of nothing.  
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