
 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

Key Concepts 

Goodness The quality of being 
like God. Putting the 
needs of others first 

Free Will  The God given ability to 
choose right from wrong 
freely and without being 
controlled 

Evil The absence of good 
that results in 
suffering 

Incarnation  Means ‘made flesh’. The 
belief that God became 
human in the person of Jesus 

Suffering The pain or loss that 
harms human beings 

Natural 
Law  

A belief that there are 
universal laws of right and 
wrong that applies to all 
humans at all times 

Privation  The absence of 
something. Catholics 
believe evil is an 
absence of good 

Conscience  A God given feeling of right 
and wrong 

Catholic beliefs about statues and 
sculptures  

Catholics use statues to honour and preserve the memory of important figures such as Jesus, Mary or the Saints. The statue is also something to focus on 
when praying so that the mind can truly connect with God. Catholics DO NOT pray to the statue, rather the statue helps to focus the mind. Statues of Jesus 
remind Catholics of the suffering and sacrifice of Jesus when they pray in Church. It helps Catholics to connect with and appreciate the great sacrifice that 
Jesus made for the world. Statues can also act as inspiration and strength for Catholics during hard times so that when they pray Catholics can draw strength 
and comfort knowing that they are in the presence of Jesus. 

Protestant Christian beliefs about 
statues and sculpture   

In some Protestant Christian churches they will ensure that their buildings are plain and simple. Unlike Catholic churches, they would only have a simple 
cross. Some Protestant’s would argue that statues break the 2nd commandment and that they are too distracting. They are concerned that people will 
start to worship and idolise the statue rather than focusing their attention on God.  

Jewish beliefs about statues and 
sculpture  
 

Orthodox Jews reject Catholic beliefs regarding statues. The Torah (which is the Jewish written law) makes it clear that Jews should not create or worship 
idols. The second commandment that was given to Moses on Mount Sinai states “Do not worship idols”. Statues challenge their beliefs about 
monotheism (belief in one God). This belief is reinforced in their daily prayer, the Shema. Unlike Catholic churches, synagogues have no statues on show. 
The only symbols in the synagogue are the Ark of the Covenant (Aron Kodesh) and the eternal light (Ner Tamid).  

Michelangelo’s Pieta  Statues and Sculptures can be used to help Catholics reflect on the meaning of suffering. One of the most famous Catholic sculptures to show this is 
Michelangelo’s Pieta. The word ‘Pieta’ is Latin for holiness and the sculpture represents the suffering of both Jesus and Mary. Catholics use this statue to 
help focus their prayers on God when they too are suffering. The Pieta represents important Catholic beliefs. 1. Mary does not directly touch the body of 
Jesus symbolising his sacredness. 2. The shadow created by the fold in her garment is said to represent a wound. 3. Mary’s hand is open which symbolises 
that she accepts the suffering. 4. Jesus in Mary’s arms symbolises a mother holding her child.  
 

Statues and Sculptures  

Catholics use sculpture and statues to express what they believe about God’s goodness. They give a 
glimpse of God reaching out to help people. This is seen in various sculptures and statues of Jesus. For 
instance, statues of Jesus on the cross highlight the incarnation (where God became man in Jesus) and 
was willing to sacrifice his life for others. Protestant Christians and Jews do not agree with Catholic beliefs 
about statues and sculptures. Protestant churches and synagogues will be plain based on the teaching pf 
the 2nd Commandment.  

 
Sources of Authority 

“You shall not make for yourself an image (idol) in 

the form of anything in heaven above or on the 

earth beneath.” (Exodus 20) 

 

Exam Practice 

 

d) ‘Having statues in churches is against the 10 Commandments’ (15) 


