[image: ]CATHOLIC LIFE NEWSLETTER[image: ]


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]  St. Edmund Campion Pray for Us
[image: From 'Scenes from the Life of Christ: Ascension' by Mariotto di Nardo] 

[bookmark: _Hlk71100793]Dear Parents and Carers

This week as we continue to journey through the Easter season we celebrate one of the great feasts of the church – The Ascension of Our Lord.

As we know Jesus became man and lived life and all that goes with humanity including suffering, despair and death. All things that we as human beings and members of God’s family experience.

The feast of the Ascension takes us beyond any human experience and allows us to begin to imagine what it means to live in a world where Jesus is King.

We will be attending mass for the feast of the Ascension on Thursday, and will be joining the staff and pupils of St. Peter and St. Paul Primary School via a Zoom link when mass will be celebrated by Fr. Joe McLoughlin from the parish church of St. Peter and St. Paul.

We thank our Academy colleagues and Fr. Joe for enabling us join with them in this celebration.

[image: Eid Ul-Fitr 2019 Wishes: Know the Islamic rules of Roza, rules for fasting  in Ramadan and how Eid-ul-Fitr is celebrated]Eid ul-Fitr

We remember this week our Muslim sisters and brothers as they commemorate the end of the month long fast during Ramadan.

Eid ul -Fitr means ‘the festival of breaking the fast’ and is a time when family, friends and the local community come together to enjoy a feast of food and everyday blessings.

Eid is a time of great joy and the celebration is looked forward to with gifts being exchanged after a time of fasting, prayer and self-reflection.
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Children’s Liturgy
A short liturgical resource to help you with praying together and listening to the Word of God as a family has been prepared by Redemptorist Publications and can be viewed on the link below:

https://youtu.be/jTj3XOr_1sE






What’s Going On in our Local Parish Communities 

Here is a link to the Erdington Abbey parish newsletter:
http://www.erdingtonabbey.co.uk/eacontent/uploads/2021/05/Bulletin-6th-Sunday-of-Easter-9-May-21.pdf

Here is a link to the parish newsletter of St. Nicholas Church in Boldmere:
https://www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/uploads/6/2/5/9/62597781/easter_6.pdf

Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of Christ the King Church in Kingstanding:



Here is a copy of the parish newsletter of St. Margaret Mary’s, Perry Common:


[bookmark: _Hlk50461433]
Here is a link to the parish newsletter of Holy Cross & St. Francis Church in Walmley:
https://www.hcsf.org.uk/bulletin-for-the-week-beginning-9th-may-the-sixth-sunday-of-easter/


[image: Easter liturgies move online in response to Covid-19 restrictions]Mass Online
You will be able to access mass each day and every Sunday streamed live from St. Chad’s Cathedral and here is the link to access these:
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk

Redemptorist Publications also continue to make Sunday mass available online after 12 midday every Saturday. Mass is celebrated by Fr. Denis McBride C.Ss.R from the Redemptorist community in Chawton, Hampshire.
www.rpbooks.co.uk/holy-mass-online                     

                                 
[bookmark: _Hlk71101085]                          
                      Scripture Reflection –  7th Sunday of Easter Acts 1:15-17, 20-26. John 17:11-19
[image: ]                                                                                                 
In the gospel of John this week Jesus, aware of his pending arrest which will lead to his crucifixion, suffering and death, is not praying to God his Father for himself but for his disciples. This prayer can be summarized with these simple few words,

‘That they be one like us.’

His prayer for his disciples and friends was that they be true to his name after he was no longer with them and that they be sent into the world to spread the truth.

Fortunately for us all the disciples did continue to see that their mission was only just beginning after they had witnessed the resurrection, as we read in the Acts of the Apostles that they chose Matthias to bring their number back to twelve after the betrayal of Judas. 

He was called by God just as we are.


[image: Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena | Pray Catholic Novenas]
The month of May is dedicated to Our Lady
 
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
you have given the world its true light,
Jesus your Son – the Son of God.
You abandoned yourself completely to God’s call
and thus became a wellspring of the goodness 
which flows forth from him.
Show us Jesus.
Lead us to him.
Teach us to know him and love him so that 
we too can become capable of true love 
and be fountains of living water
in the midst of a thirsting world. Amen.
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The Parishes of 


Our Lady of the Assumption, Maryvale  


and  


Christ the King, Kingstanding 
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr. The-Quang Nguyen 


124 Warren Farm Road, Kingstanding, Birmingham B44 0QN 


Parish Deacons: Rev. Mr. Dominic Fahey & Rev. Mr. Jack Foxall 


Tel:0121 373 0988      Email: kingstandingchristtheking@gmail.com 
Websites: www.christ-theking.org.uk & http://www.maryvale.org.uk 


 
MASSES THIS WEEK 
 
 


Sat 08/05/21 12:30 CTK  
Sixth Sunday of Easter 


Denis & Lawrence Stapleton (RIP) 


18:00 OLAM Yanis Erglis & Dipiro family (RIP) 


Sun 09/05/21 10:00 CTK Tembui Martha Etta (Anni.) 


11:30 OLAM Hannah & Tony Whelton (RIP) 


Mon 10/05/21 08:00 Con.  
Easter Feria 


Dominic Van Thuc Nguyen (RIP) 


09:30 Mon. Harry Worthington 


12:00 CTK Marion Wanty (RIP) 


Tue 11/05/21 09:30 Mon. 
 


Easter Feria 
Mikula family (RIP) 


14:00 CTK Alf Broth (RIP) 


Wed 12/05/21 08:00 Con.  
Easter Feria 


Chris Kinsella (RIP) 


09:30 Mon. Alan Rudd (RIP) 


19:00 OLAM PEOPLE OF THE PARISHES 


Thu 13/05/21 
 


09:30 Mon.  
Solemnity of Ascension 


(Holyday of Obligation) 


Michael Greenan (RIP) 


12:00 CTK Tom Murphy and family 


19:00 CTK Arthur & Gertie Treanor (JA) 


Fri 14/05/21 
 


10:30 Mon. 
 


St Matthias, Feast 
Archbishop Patrick Kelly 


12:00 CTK Wesley Patrick Bye (RIP) 


Sat 15/05/21 14:30 CTK  
Pentecost Sunday 


Children prepared for Sacraments 


18:00 OLAM Bridget Clarke (RIP) 


Sun 16/05/21 10:00 CTK Joan & Allan Horton (Wed. Anni.) 


11:30 OLAM John Roche (RIP) 
 


 


 
Please pray for 


1. the children who are prepared for the Sacraments of Confession, Holy Communion and Confirmation in our 
two Primary Schools.  May their faith be properly nurtured and fruitful. 


 
2. Those who are making important decisions in their life, especially Alice O’Toole. 


 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK Ron & Monique Hunt, Jean McCabe, Luke Byrne, John Butler, Muriel Cowan, Paul 
Cowan, John & Sandra Mageean, Gerald, Sarah McCallion, Audrey Vickers, John, Sadie Pulido, Sheila Ferns, Mary 
McGee, Margaret Gasson, Claire & Mark, Mary Ann Gniadkowski, Niamh O’ Reilly, Carole Smith, Alan Rowan, 
Doreen Lakin, Kyle Billing, Jo Teece, Nicola Jones, Deacon Jack, Daniel Kelly, Sean Butler, Sr Marie. 
 


RIP:  Please pray for Doreen Davies, Grace Deane, and Kathleen Eustace (nee Ferris) who died recently.  May 


they rest in peace. 


 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion 


Lord God, our light and our salvation, we praise you for your gifts of life and faith.  We thank you for the desire you 


have planted in our hearts, our yearning to see your face.  Help us to meet you in prayer, to walk in your ways, 


and to speak to others of our joy and consolation in your presence.  Give us the wisdom to appreciate your Son’s 


self-gift in the Eucharist, so that although we cannot now be at mass to receive this gift sacramentally we may still 


be able to receive him spiritually.  Give us faithfulness in this present life so that we may come into full 


communion with you and with all that belong to you.  We make this prayer through the same Christ our Lord.  


Amen. 


 


 


DO NOT come if you are infected with the virus or are sick. 


You must SOCIALLY DISTANCE (1m+) whilst in Church and wear a mask. 


STEWARDS will welcome you, and give instructions. 


The TOILETS will NOT be open for use. 



tel:0121%20373%200988

mailto:kingstandingchristtheking@gmail.com

http://www.christ-theking.org.uk/

http://www.maryvale.org.uk/





How can you be commanded to love? Surely love has to be a free response, not an obligation. You can be 
commanded to obey, but how can you be commanded to love? How could Jesus say, "This is my commandment, 
that you love one another?" 
Meister Eckhart threw a clear light on this conundrum. He said, "When I am thirsty, the drink commands me; when 
I am hungry, the food commands me. And God does the same [when he commands me to love]." In other words, 
the command to love is not a command that is laid on us from the outside; it is an inner command, an inner urgency 
placed in our very being by God – like hunger and thirst; or, you might say, like the urgency that an oak tree has to 
develop as an oak tree. It is not something alien, it is totally our own, and yet it is totally from God – because God 
is totally our own, "more ours," said Tauler, "than anything else we own." If God is totally ours, then God's commands 
are totally ours. 
Most of us grew up with the belief that God was somewhere else, not here; that heaven was a place where God 
lived far away. Any communication from such a God would be an intrusion from the outside. Certainly we also said 
that God was everywhere, but these two thoughts may never have overlapped or touched each other at all. If we 
also had the wrong kind of fear of God, we may then have imagined him everywhere in the way that a controlling 
headmaster is 'everywhere' in the school – meaning that no matter what you did, you were found out. 
Our thoughts and feelings about God are always in need of a great deal of healing (see May 6). This should be 
happening naturally, and through the grace of God, in the course of our daily life, but prayer and meditation are the 
favoured place for it to happen. There the experience of the day is sifted without interference and comes around 
slowly into the right perspective. We can confidently hope to be able to enjoy our faith. Meister Eckhart again: "If 
anyone commands me to do that which is pleasant, which avails me or on which my bliss depends, that is 
exceedingly sweet to me." 
Joy is very close to the heart of our faith. Jesus "rejoiced in the Holy Spirit" (Luke 10:21), and wants to draw us into 
his own joy (John 15:11). Paul mentions joy as a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22). St Thomas Aquinas wrote, 
"Since the enjoyment of God…surpasses the power of all creatures, it follows that this complete and perfect joy 
does not enter into us but rather we enter into it. 'Enter into the joy of your Lord' (Matthew 25.21)." 
https://goodnews.ie/calendar.shtml  
 
 
 


Prayer Intentions for the month of May 


09/05/21 - “We pray for all unborn children diagnosed with disabilities, we pray for protection for them and their 


mothers from the pressures of society to have an abortion, and that they would instead experience overwhelming 


support by all who surround them. Lord hear us” 


16/05/21 - “We pray for all women going through unexpected pregnancies, that they would experience peace and 


support in this circumstance, and recognise the many blessings that motherhood brings. Lord hear us” 


23/05/21 - “As we celebrate the feast of Pentecost, we recall the fruits of the Spirit that are present in our lives. 


We pray that in our church's mission to serve the poor, broken and unborn, it would be anchored in love, joy, 


forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Lord hear us” 


30/05/21 - “We pray for our Government, that their ability to support pregnant women would increase and that 


they would anchor themselves on the desire to protect all human life. Lord hear us” 


Pom Pom-A-Thon 
New Heights needs volunteers to make Pom Poms and write message of hope and inspiration to be attached to 
them during the month of May.  Pom Pom making kits and messages can be collected or returned completed on 
Mondays and Wednesdays during May, 8:30am - 11:30am, at St John’s Centre (124 Warren Farm Road, B44 0QN). 
 
St Edmund Campion Catholic School currently has vacancies for three Foundation Governors. 
The core functions of the Governing Board are: 


• Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction. 


• Holding senior leaders to account for the educational performance of the organization, its pupils, and the 
performance management of staff. 


• Overseeing the financial performance of the organisation and making sure its money is well spent. 
If you are interested in applying for the position of Foundation Governor here at St Edmund Campion 
Catholic School, or would like further information, please email Mrs Ruth Houghton, Clerk to 
Governors, on houghtonr@stedcamp.bham.sch.uk  
 
Food Parcels: for those in need are available from The Active Well-Being Society on 0121 7287030.  Helps with 
clothing and other supports are also available. 
 
 
 
 


The parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216 



https://goodnews.ie/calendar.shtml

mailto:houghtonr@stedcamp.bham.sch.uk
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St Margaret Mary,                           Birmingham

 Easter VI

Alleluia, Christ is Risen!

9 May, 2021

Priest: 	  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

All:		Amen

Priest:	The Lord be with you

All:		And with your Spirit.



Confiteor: I confess to almighty God

and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly sinned,

in my thoughts and in my words,

in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault; therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,

all the Angels and Saints,

and you, my brothers and sisters,

to pray for me to the Lord our God.



Priest:  May Almighty God have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting life.  Amen.



Kyrie Eleison



Gloria in excelcis

 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will.   We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   

Lord Jesus Christ, only begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us, you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer, you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.



First reading:      Acts 10.25-26,34-35, 44-48  God does not have favourites among different nationalities.  

Psalm response:   The Lord has shown his salvation to the nations.     

Second reading:   1 John 4.7-10 Let us love one another. 



Gospel acclamation:      Jesus said, If anyone loves me he will keep my word, and my Father will love him and we shall come to him.



Gospel:    John 15.9-17  Jesus commands that we love one another 



Homily



 Nicene Creed   I believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things, visible and invisible.   I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary and became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,  who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Offertory   Pray Brethren that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God the almighty Father.  

All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church.



Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.



 The Mystery of faith:   Save us, saviour of the world, for by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.


 Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those who are called to his supper of the Lamb.   All: Lord I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.



Dismissal:  Go in the peace of Christ.

Thanks be to God.



Notices   * Figures from 2/5/2021. Gift Aid: £63, Loose: £206.90; Building Fund £11;  Attendance: 169

* Following two days of robust interviews last week, involving three candidates, The Governing Body of St Margaret Mary School are delighted to announce that Mrs Jayne Logue is to be appointed as the next Headteacher on 1st September, 2021. Please pray for Mrs Logue and for the staff, pupils, and parents.

* May is Our Lady’s month.  Pope Francis is asking for a marathon of prayer through every day in May, invoking the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, for the end of the pandemic.  He is asking us all to pray fervently for those most closely affected by it.  Thirty Marian shrines throughout the world (including Walsingham, Knock, Lourdes, Guadalupe and Częstochowa) will offer Morning Prayer, The Holy Rosary and prayers at the close of day. Please join in prayer.

* If you are interested in attending a Sycamore course (II) starting in May, on Monday or Wednesday evenings, please speak to Fr Simon by 9th May.

* www.portal.mag.uk is out for May.  There is now a weekly podcast available on:    https://soundcloud.com/user-666404058

* During Friday masses in May and June we have a small number of children from Y3 and Y4 receiving their first Holy Communion.

* Fr Leonard will lead a ‘Stations of the Resurrection’ on Friday, 21st  May at 6.30pm. 

* Hong Kong – In order to provide sanctuary to those needing to leave Hong Kong, The UK Home Office has forecast that between 123,000 and 153,000 dependents will apply in this first year for a special visa. There are, in total, over 350,000 Hong Kong citizens who hold BNO Passports and a further 2.5 million who are eligible for one. The Bishops’ Conference, while welcoming the Government’s approach to Hong Kong immigrants, has responded to the Home Secretary’s announcement of what was described as “the most significant of our asylum system in decades,” echoing Pope Francis’ call for us to welcome, promote, protect and integrate refugees. Bishop Paul McAleenan, the lead Bishop for Migrants and Refugees said: “the assistance that we provide to our sisters and brothers fleeing war, poverty, or persecution is a fundamental test of our society”. “Restore” (www.restore-uk.org) is a project of Birmingham Churches Together, which supports Refugees and those seeking Sanctuary. 

*  Our foodbank  is very full.  Many thanks for all your donations.    Please phone Carmel Dowdall on 07943 577638 if you need help.

*Prayers for the departed:

  Mgr Mark Langham, Annie Teresa Walsh, Janet Miller, Fr Giles Goward, Patrick Fullerton, Paul Lewsley, Eileen Brenda Fennell, Daniel Kerr, Lucian Nethsingha, Barbara Burnham, Martha Ugwu, Frank Charles, Terrence Doyle, Ladislav Balaz, Anna Baharewicz, Thomas Doyle, Mary Margaret Parrott, Marjorie Derbyshire, Rev John Polkinghorne, Rev David Reed, Barbara Lewis, Liam Mooney, Patrick Nolan, Tomek Tobiasz, Monica Lenkowicz, HRH Prince Philip,  Margaret Hall, Howard Merrett, Andrew Madden, Mary Beardshaw, John Leydon, RIP

 

THIS WEEK          Saturday, 8th  May  6.30pm Mass (  Natalie Joyce).   

Sun 9th  May   EASTER VI.  Rogation Sunday.  9.30am Mass (Evelyn Hogan).  11am Mass ( Vocations to the Religious Life).   8/9 May is International Day of Prayer for Eastern Christians. 2nd Collection for  ‘Fellowship and Aid to Christians of the East’ (FACE), working with Eastern Christians. 

Monday, 10th May.   Rogation Day. 7pm Mass (Brian Hughes RIP ).   

Tuesday, 11th Rogation Day.  8.55am Rosary.  9.15am Mass (Vocations to the Permanent Diaconate). 

Wednesday, 12th  Rogation Day. 8.35am Adoration.  9.15am Mass (Andrew Madden RIP).  

Thursday, 13th May  THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD. 7.30pm Mass. (Margaret Adwoa Ancobiah).

Friday, 14th  ST MATTHIAS 9.15am Mass (Zdzislaw Gorlewski). Includes Year 4 First Holy Communion.  10.45am Funeral of Mary Beardshaw RIP.

Saturday, 15th  May  6.30pm Mass (John Cunningham).   

[bookmark: _Hlk37756793]Sun 16th  May   EASTER VII.    9.30am Mass (Theresa Fosuah RIP).  11am Mass (Monica Lenkowicz RIP).  2nd Collection for Catholic Communications.
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St Margaret Mary Parish, Perry Common, Birmingham, B23 7AB

Tel (0121) 373 0069 and 079 857 53391

Parish Priests: Fr Simon Ellis

Fr Leonard Cox 07790 827184

Fr Thé-Quang Nguyen: Tel (0121) 373 0988 (Maryvale/Kingstanding)

  Email: fr.simon.ellis@rcaob.org.uk

WEBSITE: www.stmargaretmary.uk       

Twitter: @b23margaretmary

The parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham, Reg. Charity No. 234216

Working in collaboration with the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham & 

Our Lady of the Assumption, Maryvale and Christ the King, Kingstanding.
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