Diocesan Department of Religious Education

Service of Commitment for the School Community
Entrance hymn & Procession (a joyous gathering hymn such as ‘All are Welcome’, ‘Gather, gather’, ‘Jubilate, everybody’, ‘Gather us in’.)
Father

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.


The Lord be with you
Father

Introductory Prayer


Almighty God,



with you there is no beginning and no end

for you are the origin and goal of all creation.

May this school year, which we dedicate to you,

be a time of loving, learning and living

in the name of your Son, Jesus.

We ask this through Christ our Lord

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God for ever and ever.
Liturgy of the Word (The Word should speak of living as a Christian community. Refer to the ‘Lectionary for Masses with Children’ for suitable readings for the beginning of the school year.)

Homily/Reflection

(This should be about the work and life of the whole school community in the year to come.)
Renewal of Baptismal Promises

Father

Do you reject Satan? R. I do.
And all his works? R. I do. 
And all his empty promises? R. I do. 
Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth? R. I do. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary was crucified, died, and was buried, rose from the dead, and is now seated at the right hand of the Father? R. I do. 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting? R. I do. 

Commitment to the School’s Mission
Father
We have proclaimed our faith in Christ Jesus. Now we will each make our vows of commitment to this our school community and its Mission. 

Father
Headteacher & Governors: will you strive to build this community on the foundation stones of love and truth given to us by our Lord Jesus Christ?

Head
With God’s help, we will.
& Governors


Father 
Administrative Staff:  Jesus said “I was a stranger and you welcomed me into your house.”  Will you endeavour to support the smooth running of our school and be a welcoming presence for all who enter this place?
Admin. Staff
With God’s help, we will.
Father
Teachers and Teaching Assistants: will you strive to love, guide and teach the children in your came following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ?
Teachers
With God’s help, we will.
& TA’s

Father 
Site Manager and Cleaning Staff: In the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus Jesus always found shelter, comfort and rest. Will you provide our community with a safe, clean, warm and welcoming environment in which to work and play?
Site Staff
With God’s help, we will.

Father
Kitchen staff and lunchtime supervisors: will you nourish and nurture the children through the food you provide and in the care you show them in the same way the Jesus the Good Shepherd tends his flock?

Kitchen Staff
With God’s help, we will.
& Lunchtime

Supervisors
Father
Children: will you try your hardest to live our Mission every day by living, learning and loving just as Jesus teaches us.
Children
With God’s help, we will.
Father
Parents: You have entrusted your children to our care. Will you work together with us so that your children may grow in faith, knowledge and love of the Lord?

Parents
With God’s help, we will.
Blessing with Holy Water
Father
God, the all-powerful Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and forgiven all our sins. May he also keep us faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ for ever and ever. 

R. Amen.
Concluding Prayer (all say together the Our Father or your own school prayer)


Final Blessing
Father

May the Lord bless you and keep you. R. Amen


May his face shine upon you,

and be gracious to you. R. Amen.

May he look upon you with kindness,

and give you his peace. R. Amen.

May almighty God bless you,

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit. R. Amen.

Final Hymn

