Judaism beliefs and teachings Knowledge Organiser – The nature of God
· The nature of God: God as one, God as Creator, God as law-giver and judge, loving and merciful. The divine presence (Shekhinah).
· Beliefs about life after death, including judgement and resurrection.
· Nature and role of the Messiah, including different views on the role and importance of the Messiah.
 




	God as One
	God as creator
	God as lawgiver and judge

	‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.’
(Deuteronomy 6: 4-5
· Belief in one God – most basic principle in Judaism (monotheistic).
· Monotheism is not just the belief there is only one God – it is a way of viewing the world and all the contents of the world that they believe God created.
· It is God who is ever present in people’s lives – every sight they see, sound they hear, and experience they are aware of is regarded as a meeting with God.
· Shema – begins with an expression of the unity of God and the way humankind should respond to this belief – ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.’
· ‘Loving God’ – God requires total loyalty, just like loyalty is needed in a full loving relationship.
· ‘Soul’ – Jews need to have a spiritual dedication to one God.
· For Jews, God is a single, whole, indivisible entity who cannot be divided.
· He is infinite and eternal, beyond the full understanding of humankind.  This makes him the only being who should be praised.
	‘When God began to create heaven and earth…’
(Genesis 1:1)
· God created the universe out of nothing, exactly how he wanted it to be.
· Genesis – God took 6 days to create the universe.
· Many Orthodox/ultra-Orthodox Jews believe this is a literal truth (6000 years ago). Reject scientific theories of evolution.
· Other Jews – not lliteral (God is still the creator).  Accept evolutionary theory may be correct and that the universe is much older.
· 7th day God rested – Jews remember this each week at Shabbat.  
· Jews believe that in order for God to have the ability and power to create the universe he is omnipotent, omniscient and omnipresent.
· God is the creator of everything – including evil. He gave people free will to choose what they know is right, and to reject evil as being completely against God.
· Some Jews – evil needs to exist to enable people to have free will and choosing good makes the act of doing good more significant.
· Some Jews – difficult to accept that God created the potential for evil – e.g. Holocaust –
 necessary consequence of free will.
· God sustains the universe – Jews must help.
	‘I beheld my Lord seated on a high and lofty throne’
(Isaiah 6: 1)
· God gave Jews laws to help them exercise their free will.
· Foundation of laws – ten commandments – given by God to Moses to set the basis of his relationship with his people..
· Torah – 613 laws (mitzvoth) – basis of the Halakhah – accepted code of conduct for Jewish life – doing what God expects of them.
· Go d judges everyone based on their behaviour and beliefs fairly, lovingly,, mercifully and justly.
· Rosh Hashanah – Jewish New Year – God judges people for their actions over the past year.  Jews reflect, repent and pray.
· Many Jews believe they will be judged after death, when God determines where they will spend their afterlife.
· Many Jewish writings refer to the Tabernacle – as being the early dwelling place for the divine presence of God (carried by Jews during Exodus).
· Shekhinah – associated with God’s presence among his people and their experience of the Spirit of God.
· The Tabernacle was replaced with Solomon’s Temple in Jerusalem.



	Jewish customs surrounding death
	Jewish beliefs about the afterlife

	· Death is part of God’s plan – an inevitable part of life.
· Jews should not die alone and the dying person’s family should make every effort to visit, look after them and ensure there is always someone with them.
· Great act of kindness to be present at the time of death and to close the dead person’s eyes.
· Upon hearing of a death of a loved on, Jews make a blessing to God:
‘Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, the True Judge.’
Intense mourning follows a person’s death, especially while waiting for their burial, then for 7 days after the burial, followed by 30 days of lesser mourning.
These traditional customs are followed to show respect  to the dying person and to show they accept that God has taken their loved one’s life.
	· Differences in beliefs (due to little teaching in Jewish holy books, beliefs have developed over the centuries).
· The good will enter paradise (Gan Eden) while others will go to a place sometimes referred to as Sheol (a place of waiting where souls are cleansed).
· Those who have followed their faith properly will be judged good enough for paradise.  Heaven will be with God.
· Some Jews believe they will be judged by God as soon as they die – ‘And the dust returns to the ground As it was, And the lifebreath returns to God Who bestowed it.’ (Ecclesiastes 12:7)
· Some Jews believe God will judge everyone on the Day of Judgement, after the oming of the Messiah when God will decide who goes to heaven and hell – ‘Many of those that sleep in the dust of the earth will awake, some to eternal life, others to reproaches, to everlasting abhorrence.’ (Daniel 12: 2)
· Jews believe the present is more important – focus on pleasing God.

	Origins of Messiah
	The nature of the Messiah

	· [bookmark: _GoBack]The twelfth principle of Jewish faith is the belief in the arrival of the Messiah and the Messianic era.
· Messiah means ‘anointed one’ and was originally used in the Tenakh to refer to the kings of Israel.  
· The first king of Israel was Saul, who lived around the eleventh century BCE. In anticipation of Saul being made King, the prophet Samuel anointed him to show that he was chosen by God:
· ‘Samuel took a flask of oil and poured some on Saul’s head and kissed him, and said, ‘The Lord herewith anoints you to rule over His own people.’ 1 Samuel 10: 1 

	· Today – term used to refer to a future leader of the Jews – expected to be a future king of Israel – a descendent of Saul’s successor, King David – who will rule the Jews during the ‘Messianic age’.
· Orthodox Jews – in every generation there is a descendent of King David who has the potential to be the Messiah.  If Jews are worthy of redemption, this person will be directed by God to become the redeemer and will rule over all humanity with kindness and justice.  He will uphold the law of the Torah, be the ultimate teacher of it, rebuild the temple in Jerusalem, gather all Jews back to the land of Israel, usher in world peace and unite humanity as one.  Each of these expectations is outlined in the Tenakh.
· Reform Jews – reject the idea of a Messiah.  Instead of believing in one specific person who will unite the world in peace, the believe that everyone should work together to achieve that peace.  They still believe in a future Messianic age, but one that is achieved through people’s collective actions, including observance of religious obligations, rather than as the result of the leadership of one person.
· The belief in the coming of the Messiah has provided hope and comfort for Jews facing persecution and hardship.  Many Jews murdered in the death camps during the Second World War went to their deaths proclaiming their belief in God and in the coming of the Messiah.






