Judaism beliefs and teachings Knowledge Organiser – The Covenant and the mitzvot
· The promised land and the Covenant with Abraham, Genesis 12:1–3.
· The Covenant at Sinai and its importance including the role of Moses and the Ten Commandments,
               Exodus 20:1–17.
· Key moral principles including justice, healing the world, charity and kindness to others.
· The importance of the sanctity of human life, including the concept of ‘saving a life’ (Pikuach Nafesh).
· The relationship between free will and the 613 mitzvot.
· Mitzvot between man and God and mitzvot between man and man, including the difference between
           them and their importance.







Key moral principles in Judaism
	Justice
	Healing the world
	Kindness to others

	‘…to do justice and to love goodness, and to walk modestly with your God’ (Micah 6: 8)
· Pursuing justice is a sacred duty.
· Can only be achieved when accompanied by truth and peace.
· Bringing about what is just and fair according to the law or making up for a wrong that has been committed.
· The Torah and the prophets were sent by God to help people understand and bring about justice in a way that demonstrates mercy.
· Laws in Torah give important guidance on the treatment of the poor and vulnerable (so justice is for all).
· Never any reason to ignore justice or suffering.
· Creating a just society requires all individuals to contribute by living their lives correctly, following the laws of the Torah.
	· Concept of healing (or repairing) the world (tikkun olam) is very important in Judaism.  
· An action which draws people closer to God.
· Motivates many Jews to get involved in work designed to increase social justice e.g. volunteering for a charity that helps the poor/protects the environment.
· Some Jews believe that charity work is too limited and that the term should encompass much more e.g. obeying the mitzvoth/trying to become closer to God spiritually.
GIFT (Give It Forward Today):
· Jewish charity started in 2003.
· Aim to inspire and educate young people to become givers, while also helping those in need in society.
· Purpose – to shift attitudes and practical behaviours towards giving driven by the belief that all relationships in society will be enhanced as a result of nurturing this particular value.
· Educational workshops designed to lead to practical initiatives e.g. organising hospital and retirement home visits/collecting, packaging and delivering food parcels to hundreds of needy families each week.
	‘Love your fellow as yourself.’ (Leviticus 19: 18)
· Kindness to others is an important concept in Judaism.
· Many of the laws of the Torah spell out how to be kind to others and this is something Jews must aim to achieve.
· The Torah laws not only forbid murder and other negative actions, but also provide positive laws to encourage acts of kindness.
· These should be shown to all living things, both Jews and non-Jews alike.
· Leviticus 19 instructs Jews to love people as they love themselves.



	Promised land/Covenant with Abraham
‘Go forth from your native land and from your father’s hpuse to the land that I will show you.  I will make of you a great nation, And I will bless you…’ (Genesis 12: 1-3)
· Abraham was a monotheist. Travelled with wife Sarah and father Terah to Canaan, settling at Haran on the way.  God’s promises to Abraham mean that Canaan became known as the Promised Land.
· Jews believe that the covenants God has made in history were binding for those individuals, still apply to Jews today and have never been and never will be broken by God.
· Led to belief that Jews were specially chosen by God to be his people (focus on responsibilities not superiority).
· Covenants – sealed oaths, often supported be a special sacrifice.  Abraham – was circumcised himself and circumcised all the males in his household.
· God enabled Abraham’s wife Sarah to conceive a son, Isaac which may be seen as a gift from God to mark the covenant between God and Abraham.
	Covenant at Sinai/Moses and the Ten Commandments
‘I the Lord am your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt…’ (Exodus 21:1)
· About 400 years after God established the covenant with Abraham, the Jews found themselves in slavery in Egypt.  Moses was chosen by God by speaking to him through a bush that appeared to be on fire.
· Following a number of plagues, Moses led the Jews out of slavery.
· While on Mount Sinai, God gave Moses ten laws, 4 concerning the relationship between the Jews and God and 6 concerning their relationship with each other.  Carved on 2 tablets of stone that Moses carried down the mountain.  In this way the Ten Commandments were given to the Jews.
· Form the basis of the covenant between God and the Jews.  God would be the God of the Jews and would protect them from harm, provided they obeyed his laws in return.
· Important guidance on how to create a society where people had basic rights and were able to live in peace with each other.

	Free will/Mitzvot
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	Pikuach Nafesh





