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For the teacher

Look carefully at these statements. They look
like twenty-five different beliefs about God,
but in fact many say the same thing in
different ways.

The following activity draws upon these
statements in a way which will help pupils
interpret and apply technical language and
develop understanding of Jewish ideas about
God. It works well used like this:

- Enlarge and copy the information box (see
right). Make enough for each pair of pupils

10 have a statement pack. The activity works
best if the statements are cut up ready for
sorting.

- In pairs, ask pupils to sort and group the
ideas to find eight key Jewish beliefs about
God.

Note: It is useful to have a list of technical

terms available to support pupils where

needed (see the key terms box below).

Useful resources include:

« Judaism 101: www.jewfag.org (search: ‘God’)
« Ritualwell Glossary: www.ritualwell.org/
Glossary

’ Key terms
Omnipotent: all-powerful

A believer might say: ‘God can do
anything that is logically possible.”
Omnipresent: present everywhere
simultaneously

A believer might say: ‘God is everywhere;
there is no place where he is not."
Omni-benevolent: all-good

A believer might say: ‘God is pure
goodness.’

Omniscient: all-knowing

A believer might say: ‘God knows
everything about us, the world and the
universe.’

Eternal: without beginning or end (time)
A believer might say: ‘God always was
and always will be.’

Infinite: without limit, immeasurable (space)
A believer might say: ‘God’s wisdom is
infinite.

What does Judaism say about God?

God:
What Judaism says
G_d exists 4
There is only one G_d

There are no other gods

G_d can’t be subdivided
into different persons

Jews should worship only the one G_d
G_d is Transcendent
G_d is above and beyond
all earthly things
G_d doesn’t have a body
Which means that G_d
is neither female nor male.
G_d created the universe without help
G_d is omnipresent
G_d is everywhere, all the time
G_d is omnipotent
G_d can do anything at all
G_d is beyond time
G_d has always existed °
G_d will always exist
G_d is just, but G_d is also merciful
G_d puniehee the bad
G_d rewards the good
G_d is forgiving towards
those who ‘mess things up’
G_d is personal and accessible
G_d is interested in each individual
G_d listens to each individual

God sometimes speaks to individuals,
but in unexpected ways
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